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FFS OME PEOPLE COMPLAIN ABOUT |
THE SMOGINLA, BUT FORTHE
LAST FEW YEARS THERE HAVE BEEN
CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS WHOLIVE AND |
BREATHEIT, AND WE WOULDN'T HAVE
ITANY OTHERWAY” |I
Ls |
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Well, obvious ries there! They've been doing all
dubtep nights in the UK for TIME! So aside from the locals
you knew, who was your heavyweight talent? Did you gu
book a name DJ for your first outting?

Originally we sought out 12th Planet (At the time going by
Inhltl‘atm who we ha(] heard was part of . Argon Records and
had been making some dubstep beats... but he had a gig in
Germany for the night we were talking about. So we decided to
go to the source \\e contacted Nick Argon and asked if he and
Matty G would be interested in plapng at LA's first dubstep
event. They were stoked to do it - and we couldn't believe they
agreed to drive down. But we made it happen. So we started
the motions to put together SMOG.

Nice one! The Argon boys are Bay Area dubstep legends, and
those two are really cool guys to boot! I'm sure they brought
the heat! The event has recently relocated, what was the
original venue?

The first SMOG took place at an Irish bar in Downtown LA
They had this large outdoor patio area that was
all brick floors and walls and was sunk in from the street. We
hired M us to run their Turbosound rig at our event. Being
an outdoor party, you could hear the b hlasting from blocks
away. Dave Q from Dub War was in town, and we were able
to get him in for a 30 minute set. | remember he was blown
away by the amount of 1 we could make in the desolate
downtown LA saying "If this was NYC the cops would be here
instantly." The free event that we promoted as an "Experiment
in dubstep turned out to be a giant success.

So was there a lot of support locally for the sound? The LA
scene today is pretty vibrant; was the seene this close knit
from the inception?

[ can look at the photos from back then, and there are a lot of
faces who | didn't know at the time, but now looking at th
pics | can see all of the key players in the LA scene. That night
sneezed out what the LA dubstep scene is today.

OK so the first night was a smash hit. Where did you go from
there?

After that things just started rolling. We were a little nomadic,
doing events at clubs like Vanguard and Tokio Bar. Our first
UK hea(ﬂmm‘ was our good h‘len(] Cyrus. Around that time
an article in the Z.A Times came out about dubstep in LA.

The people at The Echo saw the article and called us up. We
reached a deal and decided to move to The Echo. Also around
that time, we linked up with Sam XL and helped him launch
the Pure Filth nights - which were legendary in LA's dul
history! It was an un(]erground S . s packed

to the gills with people - Saturday n'ght style lj)artp'n yon a
Tuesday... every Tuesday - it was incredible!

So you guys had outgrown previous locati and had
decided to move to The Echo after the fortuitous Times
article. Any favorite memories in that location? Any big
events that just stand out in your memory?

Our first big night at The Echo was our first year ai

We ])mu‘rht oul Youngsta and had Nick Argon and Matty G
return. \fter that B(—‘]]“‘l and Hatcha came threw and blew LA
away. Also Plastician followed - which also featured Breakage
giving his first SMOG performance. I'd have to say that was
one ()f' my [avorite parties. Around the time of the Beng ga and
Hatcha and the Plastician shows we kicked off several df’[el‘
parties that became legendary. We'd go till six am partying
have some great blac ]\ﬂ]dl] footage of Plastician that migh
worth something someday.

Haha!!! Yes! I'm sure you can at least get some leverage on
booking him next time! So one year comes and goes, things
start Lo coalesce, where did you go from there? What was the
next step?

2008 proved to be a major year. Our first event was a label
launch party in February struck a deal with Load Media
distribution and set out to found our label. With the profits
we made on the launch show, 12th Planet and I flew out to
London for the DMZ third year anniversary and to try and
generale some buzz about our label. Being into dubstep and
going lo London for DMZ is kinda like a Muslim going to
Mecca. There's so much energy thriving in that city revolving
around dubstep, its really amazing! We did radio promo on
Plastician's Rinse FM show and Boomnoise and Poke's Sub

FM show. We met our distrubutors, went to Transition to gel
ked out FWD and DMZ - and just

\ \ sed us to see how
many people had already known about SMOG.

some dubplates cut, ch

When we gol back from London, we went full speed ahead
with SMOG events. We did aboul five maj ows in four
months - all of them went off without a hinge. Over the
summer we had Chef, Dub War NYC, Hatcha, OSC (Antierum
& Roommate), DJG, Youngsla, Seven.

Man, you guys are staying quite busy then! Shows forging
more of a scene, launching the Ll])el. several big releases on
the label, and top talent from across the globe at the events!
2008 was a big year for sure! What was your number one
favorite party of '08?

The Smog two-y

wailing lo do. Bi

people who try to do p]‘omonon;‘ tl‘} dl]('] go big for their first
time, but th ymething two years in the m(ﬂ\mo The
budget got so out of control, that we Just figured "we'll take the
loss - at lea:‘ we'll have a good time" - but everything worked
oul okay. We brought back our good friend Plastician for an
exclusive visit to LA. Also joining us was Cyrus. and the entire
Smog crew. We also had art work and live t-shirl printing by
local street artist SPECTR.

You guys do a lot of stuff with SPECTR: {lyers, T-shirts, art for
the shows, and the infamous Smog Dubplate shirt line. It's nice
to see the whole scene come together to support each other like
that. So that brings us up to current. You just relocated SMOG
from The Echo to a new venue. Word on the street is the last
show was off the chains! Talk about that a little bit.

photo by Gilbert Mojarro

We had a massive 7000 sq ft warehouse. We pulled all.the
permits to secure a legal and legit venue, with catered bar and
everythir tal of /()() people were able to get in, and Im

1 L another 100 couldnt get in. We had CASPA
ent, with Nick Argon and a few of the Smog
sive lurbosound rig by Mobius, giant screen,
orks! We had an upstairs mezzanine with

I party goers to get their pictures taken.

§ of giant black light neon street art paintings
by Speetr; the guys at YO! Peace came down to do live
screen prllltmg of Sm()g and Spectr apparel. It was by far the
biggestevent ['ve ever done.

It's a beautiful thing! I'm sure I speak for everyone when

I say we hope you guys keep up the good work. Definitely
wantto Big Up all the behind the scenes people! Out to Ivy
Something, for all her promotion work, and awesomeness
ingéneral. Out to 12th Planet for all his hard work with

Py HILEALOT OF DUBSTEP

CITIES HAVE A CREW OF
DUBSTEPDIJS,.LASTARTED TOHAVE
ADUBSTEP CULTURE”

the label, and for being a generally had working DJ/
Producer/Badass/Niceguy. Also some healthy Large Ups to
the rest of the Smog DJs; Knife Dreams, DI X, Emu, Pawn,
Evol, Pablo Hassan, Unit, Subcode, Steady, and the'one
like the Kemst Emcee. Any final thoughts, reflections, or
musings to add, sir?

After a while, throughout all these events you slarl lo see
something was laking shape. While a lot of dubstep cili
a crew of dubstep djs, LA started to have a dubst
It's a community filled with events, djs, produce
club nights, sound systems, me's, visual artists,
and party goers all dedicated to dubstep music!

Some people complain about the smog in LA, but
few years there have been certain individuals who live'and
breathe it, and we wouldn't have it any other way. 88

*BIG UP* Jason Suave
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